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Industrial decor elements include exposed brick, and
wood pillars and beams.
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Retro magic

Condo conversion merges modern
with early 20th century charm

Story | Livian Wu Photography | Tom Arban Photography
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In the past 25 years, Toronto’s Queen Street West has
evolved from being an industrial hub to a centre for
Canadian broadcasting, music, fashion and the visual
arts. Included in this revitalization is a factory built early in
the 20th century that was transformed into trendy New
York-style condo lofts.
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The loft section uses natural light to generate a significant
contrast with that of the ground floor.

Originally built in 1907 as a garment factory, this building
evolved into the Ce De Candy Company. In the mid-'90s, real
estate development firm Harry Stinson converted it into a
residential building, and appointed modern designer Johnson
Chou to drive its interior design.

Chou's focus was to bring a simplistic, yet stylish, homey
vibe to each unit. He has utilized a variety of luxury materials,
including Italian statuario marble and exotic imported ebony.
The original brick walls, now dressed in white paint, harmonize
nicely with the authentic wood beams.

The high ceilings of this two-storey loft feels expansive.
Chou combined a number of elements, including ramps, stairs,
platforms, steps and bridges, to create a layered look, similar to
mountainous regions in a natural landscape. In addition, using
ebony plaques throughout the unit produces a unique and
unifying sense of space.

The focal point belongs to the spiral wooden staircase in
the centre of the unit—love at first sight. It is almost as if you've
come across a huge birdcage, or even a tree trunk smack dab in
the middle of the unit.

The loft features the master bedroom, along with an
individual bathtub, shower, toilet, wardrobe and laundry—all in a
separate area. There is also a dining/sunbathing strip adjacent to
the bedroom with amazing views of the downtown core. b
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The home office has a library feel. And an abutting
open shower area easily converts it to a guest room.
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